
 
 

Presidentôs Report 2011 
 

Congratulations to all Corangamite Arts members for a productive and successful year fostering 

community art and cultural development. Over the last year Corangamite Arts has successfully 

produced, assisted or promoted many major events and programs, including Lens on the Lakes 

photography exhibition, a Day at the Lakes, Robbie Burns Festival, the Film Society, and the 

Corangamite Klickers. 

 

I give especial thanks to the Committee for their support and dedication. Lynn McDonald, 

Secretary, has been exceptional for her support and professional response to all correspondence. 

Pam Redgewell, Treasurer, makes a difficult job look easy ï many thanks Pam! Thank you to 

committee member Gail Watson for her assistance, advice and support. Thank you to Berice 

Jones for her work and support as Minute Secretary, and also thank Jacki Nowell in the role of 

Vice President. And thank you also to Fiona Pugh for her role as committee member and 

advertising executive. A great team! 

 

The weekly newsletters, the web site, and Art Matters have ensured that Corangamite Artsô 

message is received by the wider community. Thank you to Lynn for keeping up the weekly 

newsletters, Gail for Art Matters and Lyn McLean also for assisting Gail. Big thanks to Angela 

Preiss for keeping the website vibrant and up to date. 

 

Corangamite Arts has encouraged and fostered artists with financial awards via the Josie Black 

Encouragement Awards to implement their art. Corangamite Arts members have also assisted 

judging the Shireôs Youth Achievement Awards. 

 

Workshops and performances are central to Corangamite Arts and the artistic expression and 

educational outcomes of these of the greatest importance to the organisation and the community. 

It is with great thanks to John Menzies, Peter Daffy, Fiona Pugh, Angela Preiss, Don Grieve, 

Gail Watson, Pam Redgewell and Belinda Bennett for their enthusiastic commitment to the arts. 

 

Congratulations also to the Film Society which has screened an outstanding range of films with 

accompanying wonderful suppers. 

 

Corangamite Arts members are to be congratulated and thanked for continuing to produce an 

extensive and exciting range of art programs which have contributed to artistic excellence and 

community education and well-being. 

 



It has been an honour to act as president for the last 2 years, and I thank all members for your 

assistance, support and co-operation in fostering the arts and culture in Corangamite Shire. It is 

now time to let another person accept this honour, and I wish them all the best in this role. I look 

forward to continuing to work with and supporting Corangamite Arts, as it is an outstanding 

volunteer arts organisation. 

 

Marion Manifold 

President 

Corangamite Arts Inc. A0008073R  

15 October 2011 

 

 

 
The president and friends at Day at the Lakes 

 

Lens on the Lakes 

The photography exhibition was a great success with over 200 entries including entries from 

many schools, and age groups included under 12s, under 18s, and an open section.  

 

The exhibition extended and strengthened our partnership with the Shire to produce this 

outstanding event. The event also produced rewarding partnerships with historical societies and 

Greening Australia and scientists from the Shireôs Lakes Bullen Merri & Gnotuk Advisory 

Committee. 

 

The competition demonstrated Corangamite Arts commitment to protecting and promoting our 

natural and cultural landscape and demonstrated the importance of the landscape for 

archaeological, historic, social, aesthetic and scientific reasons. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The Shireôs lakes are highly significant and inspire artists- photo ï H Manifold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lens on the lakes exhibition 

 

Day at the Lakes 

Corangamite Arts had an open day at the Camperdown Botanical Gardens lakes last February to 

promote Lens on the Lakes in November 2010. There was an outstanding turn out. The windy 

weather was perfect for kite flying which was greatly loved by children and adults. Artistsô 

sketched, painted, busked, sang or played musical instruments, including the humbarimba.   



 

 
The humbarimba 

 

 

Others did needlework, and there was childrenôs storytelling with Pam, and others just sat and 

enjoyed chatting with friends.  

 

 

 
Kite flying was popular in the windy weather 
 

 



 
The puppets were a special treat ï thank you to Lyn McLean. 

 

 

Young Peopleôs Art Classes 

Congratulations to Nora Bone and Karen Redlich for setting up art classes for young people in 

the Corner Room. This is an important part of cultural education. 

 

 

Corangamite Writers  

Corangamite Writers meet at 1.30pm on the first and third Saturday of each month at the Corner 

Room, Mechanicôs Institute, Corner of Bath & Manifolds Sts, Camperdown.  The group is small, 

but committed.  Members write in a wide range of genres from anecdote, autobiography, essay 

writing to short story and poetry. Each session consists of writing exercises and the sharing and 

editing of work. Occasionally the group goes out to write at a range of venues such as coffee 

shops, churches, botanical gardens and even the Hospital Art Show. Sometimes we write to 

music; at others we use a line from another writer to set us scribbling; occasionally we write for 

an occasion and display our work in the Camperdown Library.  

 

This year one member of the group, Zelda Clementson, illustrated and published a book of 

childrenôs stories she has written - The Adventures of Charlie the Bush Rat - while another 

member is putting together a selection of her works for publication. Yet another is recording 

stories and poems onto a CD with music and accompanying book. 

 

The group always welcomes and encourages new and emerging writers of any age.   

Gail Watson  2011    



Robbie Burns Concert 

This yearôs Burns Concert was a  very successful collaboration between the Tune a Week group, 

Warrnambool Pipe band, and the Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club. In addition to a great concert 

and contributing to the Statue restoration the weekend saw local string students enjoy a master 

class with the Melbourne fiddlers the preceding day. It is hoped we can establish other kindred 

activities with future concerts - perhaps poetry readings and recitations - some have even 

suggested Scottish dry stone walling  events - all suggestions welcome. 

John Menzies 

 

Thank you also to Corangamite Arts for catering for the afternoon tea for approx 350 people and 

the wonderful raffle and assistance on the day. 

 

 

Printmaking Workshop  

Last October we also had a great two-day printmaking workshop at Wiridgil with participants 

learning how to use linocut, etching and monoprint techniques. The company and sharing of 

thoughts and ideas, and food, made for a fun and educational weekend ï thank you to all the 

participants! Another workshop is planned for November 2011, and it is already fully booked 

which demonstrates the need for such workshops. 

Marion Manifold 

 

 

 
Printmaking at Wiridgil 

 

 

All Age Textiles Days at St Paul's Anglican Church Hall  

Thank you to Gail Watson and Pam Redgewell who organised 3 highly successful textiles days, 

and thank you to other CA members for assisting. Gail writes: 
 

Our first meeting was held on Saturday 23rd July on a sunny day in winter.  This was a very 

successful function with an attendance of 36 people through the day.  Adults came to teach other 

adults and children the skills of knitting, crochet, French knitting and spinning. Others came to 

practise their crafts in a warm supportive atmosphere.  The day was so successful that everyone 


